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Important principles for establishing family relationships amongst DNA matches and solving  
challenging cases: 
• Test KNOWN family 
 Need to know how some people are related to you to make anything of Shared Matches 

and In Common With (ICW) tools 
 In the case of endogamy: 
 Test those who have ancestors that have married outside the  

endogamous group 
 Search your match list for these people 

• Test at Ancestry 
 Currently, their database outstrips every other one out there   

for size, and they are expanding globally. You can only test in, so you need to do that and then 
you can move your raw DNA data to the other sites (except 23&Me). 

 Identify every Close Family, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd cousin match you have (if possible) 
 While they don’t offer a chromosome browser, their Shared Matches and DNA Circles tools 

can be very helpful. 
 Make sure you have a skeletal tree there. Let their servers do some of the work for you! But 

again, be careful about how much you read into these Shared Ancestral HINTS. 
• Check folks at Ancestry to see if they have a tree; even if small, you can sometimes get just 

enough information. 
 Understand that you are a researcher! So… RESEARCH!  

• In the case of an apparent NPE with a close match, use a mirror tree at Ancestry to see if you can 
find the line on which you match amongst their matches. 

• Upload raw DNA to the databases of other companies and check for matches there and at 
GEDmatch 

• Use tools like Diahan Southard’s Excel spreadsheet that can help to line up generations and find 
common ancestry 
 You can find her Next Steps – Working with your autosomal DNA matches quick sheet at:  

http://www.lulu.com/shop/diahan-southard/next-steps-working-with-your-autosomal-dna-
matches/ebook/product-22909504.html ($5.95 for PDF) 

• Create descendancy charts in order to compare total DNA shared amongst lines of descents from 
the likely common couple 
 Manual method (use a poster board and 

small Post-It notes)  
 Digital method (Excel or other software 

tools)  
 Can work for both Y-DNA and autosomal 

descendancies 
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Endogamy can be problematic…  
• Below are tips for working with endogamous 

populations: 
 Will see higher amounts of shared DNA 

than expected 
 Get as complete a tree as you can get, back 

at least 5-6 generations if possible 
 Look at matches that have at least a 

longest block of 20-25cM (hard to do at 
Ancestry, so will need to upload to 
GEDMatch or FTDNA) 

 Look at location, location, location! 
 Read up on different folks’ view of working with endogamous DNA: 
 Roberta Estes’ blog: https://dna-explained.com/category/endogamy/ 
 Israel Pikholz’s book Endogamy: One Family, One People and his blog All My Foreparents 
 Lara Diamond’s Lara’s Jewnealogy blog: https://larasgenealogy.blogspot.com/2017/03/a-

technique-for-endogamous-dna-using.html  
 Kitty Cooper’s DNA blog: http://blog.kittycooper.com/2017/02/endogamy-and-dna/  

 Attend the Institute for Genetic Genealogy conference (http://www.i4gg.org) in San Diego or 
other major conferences (RootsTech, NGS, FGS, etc.) and learn from leading experts on 
working with DNA 
 Usually someone there deals with endogamous populations (Jewish, Puerto Rican, etc.) 
 Can often purchase recorded versions of the lectures after the conference or if you  

can’t attend 
 Realize that there are cases where the pedigree collapse is so severe, you likely won’t  

untangle it 
 
Final thoughts: 
• Know that you may not ever know the answer if the right people don’t test or if people to test 

don’t exist (i.e., the person of interest has no other living descendants) 
 You can get CLOSE though! 

• You may need to recruit your own best “testees” 
 First need to search out those who can validate your hypothesis 
 Can either ask them to test (offer to pay) or wait for “serendipitous” testers 
 Requires something more akin to heir research, forensic genealogy, or “reverse genealogy” 
 You are now tracing people forward instead of backward 
 Identify all children of the ancestor of interest 
 Find their marriages and children using vital records, obituaries, online family trees, 

“people finder” apps, voting rolls, and other public records 
 Trace every line down until it either ends or continue to present time in order to find 

living folks to test 


