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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

THE CANADIAN MARTIME (Atlantic) PROVINCES INCLUDING GASPE PENINSULA 

NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR AND THE 

GASPE PENINSULA OF QUEBEC 

Terry Rogers 

As a background, I have spent time researching in all these areas from the archives of Rimouski Quebec, 

on the Gaspe Peninsula to the Provincial Archives of all of the traditional Atlantic Provinces.   I have been 

to many historical museums, and more cemeteries than I can count.  As an aside, it is one of the most 

beautiful parts of Canada and everyone should try to go there at least once.   To do research on this part 

of Canada, I am going to look at records common to all and then deal with some unique aspects of each 

Province. 

One of the other reasons to go there is that you never know what celestial help you might receive. I 

have numerous stories of help that my wife and I experienced while travelling there.  We got into 

ancestor’s homes, we found a small family cemetery in a farmer’s field completely invisible from any 

road, we found a living descendant who invited us to his summer cottage right by the Centennial bridge, 

we found ancestor gravesites in 3 of the four provinces and met lots of wonderful people. 

In this course, I will assume that all of you have researched your family names on Ancestry, Family 

Search, Find my Past, etc.   I have a digital copy of this presentation with all the active WEBLINKS.  When 

you hover with your mouse over the link you can hold the CTRL key and click to go to the site.   

 

After the class, come and I will load a copy onto your flash drive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RESOURCES TO START YOUR RESEARCH 

 

FAMILY SEARCH WIKI 

I am going to recommend that anyone who is researching this area to start with the WIKI.  It is 

constantly updated and will let you know most of what is available in the form of records, history of 

migrations, special collections etc.  It will identify what is available online and what is not.   It is not 

however complete or in some cases a challenge to navigate.   

Under most of these WIKI sites you can specify a county and there is a subset of sites for some but not 

all of them 

 

Family Search WIKI: 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Nova_Scotia,_Canada_Genealogy 

 

HISTORIES OF COUNTIES  

https://novascotia.ca/archives/maps/county.asp  

Deriving its name from George Montagu Dunk, second Earl of Halifax (1716-1771) who as 

President of the Board of Trade aided in the foundation of Halifax and in the colonization of Nova 

Scotia, Halifax County was established by Order in-Council on August 17, 1759. The 

boundaries of four other counties - Annapolis, Kings, Cumberland and 

Lunenburg -were specifically defined at that time, with Halifax County comprising all the 

part of peninsular Nova Scotia that was not comprehended within their limits. 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/New_Brunswick,_Canada_Genealogy 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Prince_Edward_Island,_Canada_Genealogy 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Newfoundland_and_Labrador,_Canada_Genealogy 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Nova_Scotia,_Canada_Genealogy
https://novascotia.ca/archives/maps/county.asp
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/New_Brunswick,_Canada_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Prince_Edward_Island,_Canada_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Newfoundland_and_Labrador,_Canada_Genealogy


GASPE COUNTIES: 

 

Counties of the Gaspe area of Quebec 

•  65 = Rimouski 

•  66 = Matapedia 

•  67 = Matane 

•  68 = Gaspe Ouest 

•  69 = Gaspe Est 

•  70 = Bonaventure 

 

 

 



 

FHC RESEARCH OUTLINES 

FHC Research Outlines are another source of important help when starting research.  These are very 

comprehensive papers put together by professional genealogists and contain most of what could be 

available in an area of Canada.  They are only prepared/updated every couple of years and will not 

contain all of the current on line resources which makes the WIKI the more valuable site to start 

research. 

http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/Newfoundland.pdf 

http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/NovaScotia.pdf 

http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/PrinceEdwardIsland.pdf 

http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/NewBrunswick.pdf 

http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/Quebec.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/Newfoundland.pdf
http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/NovaScotia.pdf
http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/PrinceEdwardIsland.pdf
http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/NewBrunswick.pdf
http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Canada/Quebec.pdf


CENSUS RECORDS FOR ALL  

(For Newfoundland and Labrador, see below at the end of this table) 

 

Census of 1851  Nova Scotia 

New Brunswick,  

Heads of 
households 

Nominal 

Census of 1861  Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island 

New Brunswick,  

Heads of 
households 

Nominal 

Census of 
Canada, 1871 

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia,  

Due to the poor quality of the original filming, some images are unreadable or 
very difficult to read. As a result, some names may not appear in the index. 

What Areas are Included: 

The 1871 census includes the four original provinces – Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Quebec, and Ontario.  

Nominal 

Census of 
Canada, 1881 

 New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island,  Nominal 

Census of 
Canada, 1891 

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island,  Nominal 

Census of 
Canada, 1901 

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island,  Nominal 

Census of 
Canada, 1911 

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island,  Nominal 

Census of 
Canada, 1921 

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island,  Nominal 

 

Census databases and indexes on other websites 

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1851/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1861/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1871/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1871/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1881/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1881/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1891/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1891/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1901/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1901/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1911/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1911/Pages/about-census.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1921/Pages/introduction.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1921/Pages/introduction.aspx


Our census records have been indexed by other organizations and individuals. Some of those 

databases include links to digitized images. The last two websites on this list include some 

indexes from other sources. 

 

• Ancestry (subscription required; free at many public libraries) (1825, 1842 to 1921) 

•  

• Automated Genealogy  (1851, 1901, 1906, 1911 and some of 1921 for parts of New 

Brunswick) 

•  

• FamilySearch  (Canada 1825 to 1916, Manitoba 1831 to 1870, and Newfoundland 1921, 

1935, 1945) 

•  

• Findmypast (subscription required) (1825, 1842 to 1911) 

 

Other resources 

Canadian Directories Collection    [includes Halifax and other parts of Nova Scotia] 

Maps 

Voters Lists  

[not alphabetical so difficult to use unless you know exactly where someone lived]  

Before 1935, municipal voters lists were used in federal elections. Starting with the 
election of 1935, federal voters lists were created. 

 

Library and Archives Canada blog articles relating to census: 

• Census Search Tips and Tricks 

• Do you have Aboriginal ancestry? The census might tell you 

• Finding Royalton: Searching the 1921 Census 

• New France Census Records (see also Finding Aid 300) 

•  

 

 

 

http://www.ancestry.ca/
http://automatedgenealogy.com/index.html
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1927164?region=Canada&englishRegion=Canada
https://search.findmypast.com/search-canada-records
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/directories-collection/Pages/directories-collection.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/genealogy/places/Pages/introduction.aspx#toc4
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/voters-lists.aspx
https://thediscoverblog.com/2012/04/05/census-search-tips-and-tricks/
https://thediscoverblog.com/2016/10/05/do-you-have-aboriginal-ancestry-the-census-might-tell-you/
https://thediscoverblog.com/2018/04/26/finding-royalton-searching-the-1921-census/
https://thediscoverblog.com/2012/05/22/new-france-census-records/
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/Finding-Aid-300.aspx


1940 National Registration  [As a last resort, this may be valuable as it gives a lot of 

information] 

Searches of the National Registration File of 1940 

Description: 

The National Registration File of 1940 resulted from the compulsory registration of all persons, 
16 years of age or older, in the period from 1940 to 1946. This information was originally 
obtained under the authority of The National Resources Mobilization Act and the War Measures 
Act. Custody of the records was subsequently given to Statistics Canada, then known as the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

As a result, the National Registration File of 1940 is not subject to the confidentiality provisions 
of the Statistics Act but is instead covered by the Privacy Act. According to this Act, when a 
person has been dead for more than 20 years, the information is no longer considered to be 
personal and can be disclosed. A proof that the individual has been deceased for more than 
twenty years is requested (A death certificate is preferable. However, any document which 
indicates the date of death, for example an obituary notice, is acceptable.); please note that if 
110 years have passed since the date of birth, we do not require proof of death. 

A standard fee of $45.00 (plus applicable taxes) is charged for each search undertaken that is 
successful in locating the requested record. 

There was a different form for males and females regarding questions about 
occupation, work history and military service. The records are arranged by electoral 
district; however, a soundex-format index exists. 
 
The information contained on this database includes: 

▪ name; 
▪ address; 
▪ age; 
▪ date of birth; 
▪ marital status; 
▪ number of dependents; 
▪ place and country of birth of individual and his or her parents; 
▪ nationality; 
▪ year of entry into Canada (if an immigrant); 
▪ racial origin; 
▪ languages; 
▪ education; 
▪ general health; 
▪ occupation, employment status, farming or mechanical skills; and 
▪ previous military service. 

There was a different form for males and females regarding questions about occupation, 
work history and military service. The records are arranged by electoral district; however, a 
soundex-format index exists. 

https://thediscoverblog.com/2013/08/08/the-1940-national-registration-file/


 

Census after 1926 
Census returns after 1926 are in the custody of Statistics Canada. The Statistics Act and the Act 

to Amend the Statistics Act do not permit the disclosure of personal information from post-1926 

census returns. The only exception is for people who require information about themselves, for 

pension or other legal purposes. See Accessing my census at Statistics Canada. 

For non-personal information from post-1926 census returns or for questions about the census 

legislation, contact Statistics Canada. 

Under the legislation, the records will be opened for public use and transferred to Library and 

Archives Canada 92 calendar years after the taking of a census. 

 
 

 

Immigration in Canada  
 

This resource will help some to narrow their focus if their ancestors came to Canada as part of an ethnic 

emigration from Europe or elsewhere.  [this is a general resource only if you know of your ethnicity as it 

will give you some idea of where many members of a specific group settled] 

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/immigration/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/AAS-DAR/index-eng.cfm
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/immigration/


Passenger Lists, 1865-1922 
The database provides access to 21,840 references to passenger lists held at LAC for 
the following ports and dates: 

• City of Québec, Quebec (includes Montréal) (RG 76 C1a), from May 1, 1865 to 
July 13, 1921; 

• Halifax, Nova Scotia (RG 76 C1b), from January 1881 to October 2, 1922; 
• Saint John, New Brunswick (RG 76 C1c), from January 4, 1900 to September 30, 

1922; 
• North Sydney, Nova Scotia (RG 76 C1d), from November 22, 1906 to August 31, 

1922; 
• Vancouver, British Columbia (RG 76 C1g), from January 4, 1905 to September 

28, 1922; and 
• Victoria, British Columbia (RG 76 C1h), from April 18, 1905 to September 30, 

1922. 

In 1803, the British Parliament enacted legislation to regulate vessels carrying 
emigrants to North America. The master of vessel was required to prepare a list of 
passengers and to deposit it at the port of departure. Please note that there are no 
comprehensive nominal lists of immigrants arriving in Canada before 1865. Few such 
lists have survived.  Library and Archives Canada (LAC) holds the Canadian 
immigration records for the years 1865 to 1935. The passenger lists are the sole 
surviving official records of the arrival of the majority of people accepted as immigrants 
in Canada. 

The passenger list is a list of immigrants arriving at an official port of entry on a 
particular ship on a given date. Generally speaking, each manifest gives: 

• the name of the ship 
• its port(s) and date(s) of departure 
• its port(s) and date(s) of arrival in Canada 
• the name, age, sex, profession or occupation, nationality and destination of each 

passenger aboard 

In some of the earlier manifests, personal information is omitted for wives, minor 
children, groups of labourers and first and second class passengers. Depending on the 
date, some lists contain other information on the immigrants, such as their health, 
religion, previous visits to Canada, family relationships and cash on hand.  The format 
of the lists varies over time. Standard forms were used increasingly from the 1870s 
onward. However, a number of the lists from the 1860s to the 1890s, especially for 
arrivals from European ports, are of irregular format or are inscribed on United States 
immigration forms. 

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/immigration-records/passenger-lists/passenger-
lists-1865-1922/Pages/introduction.aspx 

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/immigration-records/passenger-lists/passenger-lists-1865-1922/Pages/introduction.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/immigration/immigration-records/passenger-lists/passenger-lists-1865-1922/Pages/introduction.aspx


UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS 

This is a separate topic for another time but if your ancestor was UEL, there are lots of records to help 

you.   They came to Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island between 1776 and 1785 with 

the majority coming in 1784 and 1785.  A few went to Newfoundland. 

http://www.uelac.org/ 

 

There are Provincial Organizations and we have one here that meets monthly in New Westminster and 

they are very very helpful.  If you find UEL in your past, a visit with them would help your research. 

http://www.uelac.org/Vancouver/ 

 

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES 

PEI 

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/education-developpement-prescolaire-et-

culture/genealogy-at-the-public-archives 

NB 

https://archives.gnb.ca/Archives/?culture=en-CA 

 

NS 

https://archives.novascotia.ca/ 

 

NFLD 

https://www.library.mun.ca/cns/webresources/links/genealogy/ 

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/genealogy/places/Pages/newfoundland-labrador.aspx 

https://www.therooms.ca/collections-research 

GASPE, Quebec at Rimouski 

http://www.banq.qc.ca/archives/entrez_archives/centres_archives/ca_gaspesie_iles.html?language_id=

1  

http://www.uelac.org/
http://www.uelac.org/Vancouver/
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/education-developpement-prescolaire-et-culture/genealogy-at-the-public-archives
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/education-developpement-prescolaire-et-culture/genealogy-at-the-public-archives
https://archives.gnb.ca/Archives/?culture=en-CA
https://archives.novascotia.ca/
https://www.library.mun.ca/cns/webresources/links/genealogy/
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/genealogy/places/Pages/newfoundland-labrador.aspx
https://www.therooms.ca/collections-research
http://www.banq.qc.ca/archives/entrez_archives/centres_archives/ca_gaspesie_iles.html?language_id=1
http://www.banq.qc.ca/archives/entrez_archives/centres_archives/ca_gaspesie_iles.html?language_id=1


NOVA SCOTIA 
Much work has been done on the early settlements by the Scots in Nova Scotia.   For over 150 years,  

from 1605 to 1750, there was fighting between the English and the French over domination of the 

new world and in particular this area.  Nova Scotia  was the strategic position from which to control 

the approaches to North America because of the North Atlantic Current used by all early boats relying 

on wind power to drive their sails..   With the fall of Louisburg in 1750, the English prevailed.    Many 

history books contain the names of the early settlers and their descendants.  A couple of examples for 

Nova Scotia 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

The Thomas Brenton Smith Genealogies can be found at some level of one of the links in Nova Scotia but 

I looked for it and could not find it.    It is an indexed record of many of the early families in Nova Scotia 

and it usually covers many generations of the family and their links to New England in the United States.  

Another is Long’s  “Annals of Liverpool and Queen’s County (7 volumes), another record that is not 

totally exclusive to Queen’s County but is not well known.   

Show :  The History of Liverpool Township  Page 5 

 

Nova Scotia, Queens County, Notes of Thomas Brenton Smith, 1700-

1950 
Description 
Contains genealogical notes (extracted from local newspapers and other sources) on 
about 1700 Queens County, Nova Scotia families, covering the 1700's to the 1950's. 
The files are arranged alphabetically by surname. Within the files, the papers are 

arranged alphabetically by given name. 

Learn more » 

View Images in this Collection 

Browse through 30,314 images     (go to page 150 of volume 850) 

Citing this Collection 

"Nova Scotia, Queens County, Notes of Thomas Brenton Smith, 1700-1950." 

Images. FamilySearch. http://FamilySearch.org : 14 June 2016. Archives and Records 

Management, Halifax. 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Nova_Scotia,_Queens_County,_Genealogical_Notes_of_Thomas_Brenton_Smith_(FamilySearch_Historical_Records)
https://www.familysearch.org/search/image/index?owc=https://www.familysearch.org/service/cds/recapi/sord/collection/1918186/waypoints


 

The History of Nova Scotia by James F Moore 

https://search.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=27960 

http://www.blupete.com/Hist/NovaScotiaBk1/Part1/Ch06.htm 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/history-of-acadia 

 

The annals of Liverpool and Queens Co., 1760-1867 

Author: Robert James Long  7 Volumes: 

 

This extensive work contains detailed birth, death and marriage records form the 

earliest days of Queen's County Nova Scotia.  It is a little difficult to read as the 

original manuscript has bled through from page to page.  There is also much historical 

data about families in the county and where they came from and other important 

genealogical information.  This reviewer has read most of the volumes and would 

recommend it to those looking for detailed records and historical information about 

this area of Nova Scotia and New England where many of the pioneers originated 

Many of the families identified in this work are also in the T.B.Smith Genealogies 

 

NEWSPAPER COLLECTION OF NOVA SCOTIA 

 

https://novascotia.ca/archives/newspapers/ 

 

 

Queens County Museum 

http://sites.rootsweb.com/~canns/queens/qcmuseum.html  

O‘Dell House Museum and the Annapolis Heritage Society 

http://annapolisheritagesociety.com/odell-house-museum/ 

Genealogy Collections 

https://search.ancestry.ca/search/db.aspx?dbid=27960
http://www.blupete.com/Hist/NovaScotiaBk1/Part1/Ch06.htm
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/history-of-acadia
https://novascotia.ca/archives/newspapers/
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~canns/queens/qcmuseum.html
http://annapolisheritagesociety.com/odell-house-museum/


http://annapolisheritagesociety.com/genealogy/our-holdings/ 

 

Perkins House Museum 

https://perkinshouse.novascotia.ca/ 

 

Nova Scotia Genealogical Society 

http://nsgna.ednet.ns.ca/  

 

https://novascotiaancestors.ca/cpage.php?pt=31 

 

In each of the Counties of Nova Scotia are similar resources.   

THIS SITE GIVES LINKS TO MANY OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND ARCHIVES AND MUSEUMS IN NOVA 

SCOTIA 

http://nsgna.ednet.ns.ca/#SOCIETIES 

If you do a Google search for  

[name of county] historical society, you will usually find a site for each.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://annapolisheritagesociety.com/genealogy/our-holdings/
https://perkinshouse.novascotia.ca/
http://nsgna.ednet.ns.ca/
https://novascotiaancestors.ca/cpage.php?pt=31
http://nsgna.ednet.ns.ca/#SOCIETIES


Here is an example and then a list of counties and links to some. 

County                  County Seat                 County Historical Society 

Annapolis 

Annapolis 
Royal 

http://annapolisheritagesociety.com/genealogy/     

Antigonish Antigonish https://forebears.io/canada/nova-scotia/antigonish-county     

Cape Bretona Sydney http://www.cbgen.org/     

Colchester Truro https://colchesterhistoreum.ca/archives/     

Cumberland Amherst http://www.ccgs.ednet.ns.ca/     

Digby Digby 

http://admiraldigbymuseum.ca/ 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~nsdigby/ 
    

Guysborough Guysborough 

https://www.guysboroughhistoricalsociety.ca/old-court-
house-museum/ 

    

Halifaxb Halifax      

Hants Windsor https://westhantshistoricalsociety.ca/     

Inverness Port Hood http://chesticoplace.com/     

Kings Kentville http://www.kingscountymuseum.ca/genealogy/     

Lunenburg Lunenburg 

http://ssgs.ca/ 

http://lunenburgheritagesociety.ca/ 
    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annapolis_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annapolis_Royal,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annapolis_Royal,_Nova_Scotia
http://annapolisheritagesociety.com/genealogy/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipality_of_the_County_of_Antigonish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigonish,_Nova_Scotia
https://forebears.io/canada/nova-scotia/antigonish-county
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Breton_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney,_Nova_Scotia
http://www.cbgen.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colchester_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truro,_Nova_Scotia
https://colchesterhistoreum.ca/archives/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumberland_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amherst,_Nova_Scotia
http://www.ccgs.ednet.ns.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digby_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digby,_Nova_Scotia
http://admiraldigbymuseum.ca/
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~nsdigby/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guysborough_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guysborough,_Nova_Scotia
https://www.guysboroughhistoricalsociety.ca/old-court-house-museum/
https://www.guysboroughhistoricalsociety.ca/old-court-house-museum/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halifax_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halifax_(former_city),_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hants_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windsor,_Nova_Scotia
https://westhantshistoricalsociety.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inverness_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Hood,_Nova_Scotia
http://chesticoplace.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kings_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentville,_Nova_Scotia
http://www.kingscountymuseum.ca/genealogy/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunenburg_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunenburg,_Nova_Scotia_(town)
http://ssgs.ca/
http://lunenburgheritagesociety.ca/


Pictou Pictou 

http://www.mccullochcentre.ca/#!__archives 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~nspictou/ 

    

Queensc Liverpool http://raddallresearchcentre.com/Archives/archives.html     

Richmond Arichat      

Shelburne Shelburne http://nsgna.ednet.ns.ca/shelburne/      

Victoria Baddeck https://www.victoriacounty.com/heritage-a-archives.html     

Yarmouth Yarmouth 

     

 

Scots immigration and emigration 

https://archives.novascotia.ca/genealogy/scots 

 

AMERICAN ANCESTORS OF NOVA SCOTIANS 

https://www.americanancestors.org/education/learning-resources/read/nova-scotia-genealogy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pictou_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pictou,_Nova_Scotia
http://www.mccullochcentre.ca/#!__archives
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~nspictou/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queens_County,_Nova_Scotia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liverpool,_Nova_Scotia
http://raddallresearchcentre.com/Archives/archives.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond_County,_Nova_Scotia
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 
It is very helpful to have a look at the early history of Newfoundland to have a context for when records 

started there and what to expect.   These are two sites that provide that context.  It is to be 

remembered that Newfoundland was a British Protectorate until 1949 run by the colonial department.  

Where official records may be kept in most cases depends on who was the governing authority at the 

time. 

 

Newfoundland was a British dominion from 1907 to 1949. The dominion, situated in 
northeastern North America along the Atlantic coast, comprised the island of Newfoundland as well 
as Labrador on the continental mainland. Before attaining dominion status, Newfoundland was 
a British colony, self-governing from 1855. 

Newfoundland was one of the original "dominions" within the meaning of the Statute of 
Westminster of 1931 and accordingly enjoyed a constitutional status equivalent to the other 
dominions at the time. In 1934, Newfoundland became the only dominion to give up its self-
governing status, ending 79 years of self-government.[2] 

This episode came about due to a crisis in Newfoundland's public finances in 1932. Newfoundland 
had accumulated a significant amount of debt by building a railway across the island (completed in 
the 1890s) and by raising its own regiment for the First World War.[2] In November 1932 the 
government warned that Newfoundland would default on payments on the public debt.[2] The British 
government quickly established the Newfoundland Royal Commission to inquire into and report on 
the position.[2] The Commission's report, published in October 1933, recommended that 
Newfoundland give up its system of self-government temporarily and allow the United Kingdom to 
administer the dominion through an appointed commission.[2] 

The Newfoundland parliament accepted this recommendation and presented a petition to the King 
asking for the suspension of the constitution and the appointment of commissioners to administer 
the government until the country became self-supporting again.[3] To enable compliance with this 
request, the United Kingdom Parliament passed the Newfoundland Act 1933, and on 16 February 
1934, the UK government appointed six commissioners, three from Newfoundland and three from 
the UK, with the Governor as chairman.[3] The dominion would never become self-governing again. 
The system of a six-member Commission of Government continued to govern Newfoundland until it 
joined Canada in 1949 to become Canada's tenth province.[4] 

 

https://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/exploration/voluntary-settlement.php 
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http://faculty.marianopolis.edu/c.belanger/nfldhistory/NewfoundlandHistory-

EarlyColonizationandSettlementofNewfoundland.htm 

 

 

The Newfoundland and Labrador Historical Society has a links site which has some links to special 

resources.  Have a look at the sites described at the following site. 

https://www.nlhistory.ca/links.html 

 

Find out about the special collections at the Maritime Museum at Memorial University in St John’s 

Newfoundland. 

They have copies of most of the Lloyd’s Maritime Records about ships, their captains, crew, cargo and 

ports of departure and destinations.  While these records will fall into the category of Deep research, 

they can be a place to look when all else has failed. 

 

NEWSPAPERS OF NEWFOUNDLAND   

You can browse some of the newspapers online and they cover many areas and time periods. 

http://collections.mun.ca/cdm/landingpage/collection/cns_news 

 

The Family History Society of Newfoundland and Labrador (Pay site) 

https://www.fhsnl.ca/ 

 

 

http://faculty.marianopolis.edu/c.belanger/nfldhistory/NewfoundlandHistory-EarlyColonizationandSettlementofNewfoundland.htm
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http://ngb.chebucto.org/ 

 

 

Newfoundland and Labrador: Census and Enumerations 

 

As Newfoundland did not become a province of Canada until 1949, it was not included in the 

Canadian census returns of 1851 to 1911. Only a few local census returns have survived for 

some areas of the province. See Finding Aid 300: Other census and related documents (1640-

1945). 

Labrador was enumerated in the Census of Canada, 1871 (Quebec, Labrador District) and in the 

Census of Canada, 1911 (Northwest Territories, Labrador Sub-district). 

A census was taken in Newfoundland in 1921, 1935 and 1945. Those records are in the custody 

of the Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Microfilm copies of the 1921, 1935 and 1945 provincial census records are also available at 

Library and Archives Canada. Please check the lists of places and microfilm reel numbers (A to 

F), (G to K), (L to R) and (S to Z). 

Volunteers are indexing the returns for 1921, 1935 and 1945. Completed indexes are searchable 

online on theNewfoundland Grand Banks Genealogy Site. That Web site also includes indexes to 

the few early census records that include names. 

http://ngb.chebucto.org/census.shtml 

http://ngb.chebucto.org/
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/Finding-Aid-300.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/Finding-Aid-300.aspx
http://www.therooms.ca/
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/places-reel-numbers-newfoundland-labrador-census-a-f.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/places-reel-numbers-newfoundland-labrador-census-a-f.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/places-reel-numbers-newfoundland-labrador-census-g-k.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/places-reel-numbers-newfoundland-labrador-census-l-r.aspx
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/places-reel-numbers-newfoundland-labrador-census-s-z.aspx
http://ngb.chebucto.org/census.shtml
http://ngb.chebucto.org/census.shtml


The microfilm reels are now digitized and can be viewed free on FamilySearch. You can search 

by name or you can browse the records by place. Scroll down that page and click on ‘Filter by 

collection: Show All’. Select the year, then click on ‘View Images in this Collection: Browse 

through images’. These records are also indexed and digitized on www.ancestry.ca (subscription 

required; (free at many public libraries and Family History Centers and for members of the 

Church). 

Finding Aid 300: Other census and related 
documents (1640 to 1945) 
Library and Archives Canada holds many other census records that are mostly available only on 

microfilm. Finding Aid 300 is a comprehensive guide to those early census and related records, 

which date from 1640 to the 1800s.  There are also some records from the 1900s, including 

Newfoundland and Labrador, 1921 to 1945.Finding Aid 300 is a comprehensive guide to early census 
and related records found at Library and Archives Canada, which date from 1640 to the 1800s. There are 
also some records from the 1900s, including Newfoundland and Labrador, 1921 to 1945. 

Consult Finding Aid 300 

Digitized microfilm 
Before searchable databases were created, a few of our census records were made available on 

our website by digitizing the microfilm reels. These are helpful if you want to search page by 

page for a particular place. Consult the relevant list of districts and sub-districts to identify the 

microfilm reel of interest to you. 

• Census of Canada, 1871 (Archived) This includes all nine schedules. 

List of districts and sub-districts 1871 

First Nations: Census records in RG10 
Record Group 10 contains the records created by the former Department of Indian and Inuit 

Affairs. It includes some census records for First Nations bands. Some are aggregate (statistical) 

only, some list the names of heads of household and some list all the names in each family. 

To see what records exist, use Archives Search. Enter the keywords RG10, census and the name 

of a place, band or agency. 

If you find a record and it is not digitized online, see our page on how to access the records. 

 

 

https://familysearch.org/search
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1929955?region=Canada&englishRegion=Canada
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1929955?region=Canada&englishRegion=Canada
http://www.ancestry.ca/
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/Finding-Aid-300.aspx
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-110.02-e.php?&q2=26&interval=50&sk=0&
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/1871/Pages/census-districts-sub-districts.aspx
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-bac/search/arch
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/genealogy/Pages/access-records.aspx


Labrador is the territory of the Ungava peninsula that drains into the Atlantic ocean , hence the very 

uneven boundary between Quebec and Labrador. 

Labrador with historical perspective 

• 11th century: Probably visited by Leif Ericson. See Markland. 

• 1498: Sighted by João Fernandes Lavrador, who gave "Labrador" its name. 

• 1498: Visited by John Cabot. 

• 1500: Visited by Gaspar Corte-Real. 

• 1534: Visited by Jacques Cartier. 

• 1763: Labrador is transferred from the French to the British as per the Treaty of Paris. 

• 1774: Labrador is transferred (along with Anticosti Island and the Magdalen Islands) to 
the Province of Quebec. 

• 1791: Labrador becomes part of Lower Canada when Quebec is divided into two colonies. 

• 1792: George Cartwright publishes his Journal of Transactions and Events, During a Residence 
of Nearly Sixteen Years on the Coast of Labrador. 

• 1809: Labrador (from Cape Chidley to the mouth of the Saint-Jean River) is transferred back to 
Newfoundland. 

• 1825: The north shore of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence west of Blanc-Sablon, Quebec, and south 
of 52° north is separated from Labrador and transferred back to Lower Canada. 

• 1927: Labrador boundary with Quebec determined by arbitration decision of the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council of London. The Labrador boundary dispute is settled. 

• 1941: Canada builds the air base at Goose Bay. 

• 1949: Labrador becomes part of Canada when Newfoundland joins Confederation. 

• 2001: The province officially changes its name to Newfoundland and Labrador by a 
constitutional amendment. 

• 2007: The province and Federal Government of Canada sign an agreement to 
establish Nunatsiavut. 

 

 

History of Labrador would look something like this: 

Whale oil 1600-1800 

Fish   1600-1970 ( cod fishery ban in 1993 after complete collapse of fishery) 

WW 2 1939-1945 ( goose bay air base) 

Iron Ore 1950’s on 

Churchill falls power project 1967 

 

1771 Basque settlement for whale oil bounced between England and France till  

In 1499 and 1500, Portuguese explorers João Fernandes Lavrador and Pêro de Barcelos reached 

what was probably Labrador today and that is believed to be the origin of the name 

Labrador.[2] Maggiolo’s World Map, 1511, shows a solid Eurasian continent running from 
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Scandinavia around the North Pole, including Asia’s arctic coast, to Newfoundland-Labrador 

and Greenland. On the extreme northeast promontory of North America, Maggiolo place-

names include Terra de los Ingres (Land of the English), and Terra de Lavorador de rey de 

portugall (Land of Lavrador of the King of Portugal). Further south, we notice Terra de corte real 

e de rey de portugall (Land of "Corte-Real" and of the King of Portugal) and terra de 

pescaria (Land for Fishing). 

 

In 1542 Basque mariners came ashore at a natural harbour on the northeast coast of the Strait 
of Belle Isle. They gave this "new land" its Latin name Terranova. A whaling station was set up 
around the bay, which they called Butus and is now named Red Bay after the red terracotta 
roof tiles they brought with them. A whaling ship, the San Juan, sank there in 1565 and was 
raised in 1978.[4] 

The Moravian Brethren of Herrnhut, Saxony, first came to the Labrador Coast in 1760 to 
minister to the migratory Inuit tribes there. They founded Nain, Okak, Hebron, Hopedale and 
Makkovik. Quite poor, both European and First Nations settlements along coastal Labrador 
came to benefit from cargo and relief vessels that were operated as part of the Grenfell 
Mission (see Wilfred Grenfell). Throughout the 20th century, coastal freighters and ferries 
operated initially by the Newfoundland Railway and later Canadian National Railway/CN 
Marine/Marine Atlantic became a critical lifeline for communities on the coast, which for the 
majority of that century did not have any road connection with the rest of North America. 

Labrador was within New France mostly by 1748. However, the Treaty of Paris (1763) that 
ended the French and Indian War transferred New France (including Labrador though excluding 
the islands of Saint Pierre and Miquelon southwest of Newfoundland) to the British, which 
administered the area as the Province of Quebec until splitting it in two in 1791, with Labrador 
located in Lower Canada. However, in 1809 the British Imperial government detached Labrador 
from Lower Canada for transfer to the separate, self-governing Newfoundland Colony. 

 

Nain was established in 1771 by Moravian missionaries 

 

 

George cartwright 1760 3 volume journal about his expeditions over 16 years to labrador 

https://assets.cambridge.org/97811080/41621/frontmatter/9781108041621_frontmatter.pdf 

 

Captain Cartwright and His Labrador Journal 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 
 

Counties of New Brunswick ( these are links to the county descriptions and history and 

location of some genealogical records and church parishes for each area in the county).  This 

is an important place to start as many changes to county boundaries happened and these 

sites describe them in detail. 

Albert County         

Carleton County         

Charlotte County         

Gloucester County         

Kent County        

Kings County         

Madawaska County        

Northumberland County        

Queens County         

Restigouche County         

Saint John County        

Sunbury County         

Victoria County         

Westmorland County        

York County  

       

 

 

 

 

After reading the WIKI and the Research Report, I would take a minute to look at the following site.  The 

New Brunswick Archives in Fredericton have many family histories not found in other collections. 

Show copy of Keith Book. 

There is a web site call Archive.org and it has a huge number of books and stuff.  You can 

enroll for free and you can “Borrow” books such as the Keith book online.  For example. 
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https://archive.org/details/descendantsofdan00amos/page/6 

 

NEW BRUNSWICK GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

There is important update information available here as well as some indexes of names from the 

Provincial Archives and other sources.  This is a good place to start. 

https://nbgs.ca/ 

 

First Families ( look for Daniel Keith Marg’s family) 

https://nbgs.ca/cpage.php?pt=23 

 

Another example:  

GEORGE HAYWARD COLLECTION 

https://nbgs.ca/cpage.php?pt=227 
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Prince Edward Island 
PEI is divided into “LOTS” for genealogical purposes.   Many records are identified by LOT not 

County of which there are only 3. 

 

 

 

The following website gives all of the villages of PEI and the related Lot Number where they 

are located.  This is very helpful when looking at records which show only the Lot number or 

if you have the village name but not the lot number. 

http://www.islandregister.com/placenames.html 

 

 

Immigration and locations in PEI 

This site has one of the best descriptions of the various immigrant groups who came to PEI and 

in some cases where they went from there. 

http://culturesummerside.com/assets/Program%20-%20Early%20Immigration-

%20Prince%20Edward%20Island.pdf 

 

http://www.islandregister.com/placenames.html
http://culturesummerside.com/assets/Program%20-%20Early%20Immigration-%20Prince%20Edward%20Island.pdf
http://culturesummerside.com/assets/Program%20-%20Early%20Immigration-%20Prince%20Edward%20Island.pdf


Prince Edward Historical Society has a lot of information needed for genealogists. 

https://peigs.ca/ 

https://peigs.ca/newsletter/1995-newsletter/ 

 

The McNaught Museum in Summerside is another must for genealogists. 

http://culturesummerside.com/macnaught-history-centre/genealogy/ 

The following site lists the various museums in PEI and it is worth going to each of these sites to see 

what genealogy records they have.  In many cases they will have unique records not found elsewhere as 

we found in the MacNaught Museum in Summerside. 

https://www.tourismpei.com/museums 

 

https://www.museeacadien.org/centre-de-recherche 

We also have more than 4,000 Acadian family records, including information on birth, marriage and 
death dates, as well as various censuses. This is in addition to the 30,000 genealogical records that 
our volunteers have transcribed over the years, as well as the 160 Acadian family files, binders and 
booklets given to us by independent researchers. We also have 340 thematic files covering various 
topics related to Acadian history and a library of over 1,500 books on Acadian history as well as rare 
books.   
 
The Acadian Research Center of Prince Edward Island has more than 230 fonds in its collection, 
belonging to individuals or organizations.   

 

https://www.tourismpei.com/search/OperatorDetails/name/AlbertonMuseumGenealogyCentre/op_id/

4942/qsid/5788ff38896ff5.24412982/ 

 

The museum boasts the largest collection of historical photographs and most comprehensive 

compilation of genealogical information in the area. 

Read more at 

https://www.tourismpei.com/search/OperatorDetails/name/AlbertonMuseumGenealogyCentre/op_id

/4942/qsid/5788ff38896ff5.24412982/#0vCYKd5CvUk3P4ar.99 

 

LENNOX ISLAND MI'KMAQ CULTURE CENTRE 
https://experiencelennoxisland.com/#experiences 

MACNAUGT MUSEUM SUMMERSIDE 

http://culturesummerside.com/macnaught-history-centre/ 
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